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Andrea Yevchak Sillner, PhD, GCNS-BC, RN, is an assistant research professor in the College
of Nursing. She is also affiliated with the Center for Health Organization and Transformation,
housed in the College of Engineering. Dr. Sillner received her Ph.D. in nursing in 2013 from
Penn State, where she focused on improving care and communication for older adults with
dementia and delirium and their informal family caregivers. Before coming to Penn State, she
was an assistant professor in the School of Nursing at Duquesne University in Pittsburgh.

Dr. Sillner’s research focuses on three areas: (1) person-centered, preference-based interventions
for improving communication among health care providers, patients, and family members; (2)
technology-based communication strategies; and (3) communication and care transitions for
persons with delirium and delirium superimposed on dementia. Her professional clinical
experiences and interactions with patients and family members led her to focus on improving
care transitions and communication through the use of technology.

Recently, Dr. Sillner was awarded support from The Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation for an
Early-Career Investigator Award in Patient and Family Engagement. The purpose of the
proposed project is twofold: (1) develop a new subscale for the Preferences for Everyday Living
Inventory (PELI) that addresses preferred technology-assisted communication (TAC) approaches
for older adults receiving community-based home health care and their informal caregivers, and
(2) understand the person, provider, and environmental contextual factors that may influence the
use of technology-assisted communication. This project will result in a tool, P-TAC, that can be
used to describe TAC preferences among older adults with multiple chronic conditions. Dr.
Sillner will be mentored by Drs. Kimberly Van Haitsma and Marie Boltz for this project. In
addition, she is working with Dr. Jacquie Mogle from the College of Nursing and Dr. Conrad
Tucker from the College of Engineering. For more information, visit:
https://www.moore.org/investigator-detail ?investigatorId=sillner-ph.d.-gcns-be-rn

AWARDS AND HONORS

Dr. Kimberly Van Haitsma received the Outstanding Contribution to Psychology in Long-Term
Care Award from the organization Psychologists in Long-Term Care, Inc. (PLTC).

Dr. Lisa Kitko was promoted to associate professor with tenure.

Dr. Lisa Kitko was inducted as a Fellow in the American Academy of Nursing.
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